
Pennsylvania's Regulatory Review Process 

Step 1: The: implementing agency 
drafts the: proposed regulation and 
mc:c:tswith itsadvisorycommittc:es. Stc:p 2: The: proposed regulation is 

rcvic:wc:d by the: Governor's Office 
of General CoWl.Sd and the: st:uc: 
Attorney General's Office. 

Stc:p 4: The Indc:pc:ndc:nc Rcgulacory Review Commission and 
the: appropriate: standing committ~ of the House: and Senate: 
rcvic:'\\' the: proposed regulation. 

Step 6: The final regulation is submitted 
to the Independent Regulatory Review 
Commission and the: sunding commic
c~ of the: lc:gislarurc: for thc:ir approval 
or disapproval. 

Step 7: If approved, the: final regulation is rc:
viewc:d by the: Governor's Offic.: of Gc:nc:ral 
CoWl.Sd and the: stare: Attorney General's Om~. 

~ 

Step 3: The: proposed regulation is 
published in the: Pmnsylt·ani.a Sui
lain for public comment. A mini
mum timetable: of 30 days is c:.srab
lishc:d for the: public comment pe
riod. 

Step 5: The: implementing agc:nc;· re
views comments from the: public. chc: 
lndc:pc:ndc:nr Reguhrory Rc:-.icw Com
mission, and the: standing commirw:s 
and makes the: nc:ccss:uy re-visions to rhe 
regulation. 

Step 8: The: final regulation 
is published in the: Pmnsyl
vani.a BuliLrin, marking the: 
birth of a new sctc: rc:gula
uon. 



THE REGULATORY REVIEW PROCESS 
CHART A: OVERALL PROCESS 
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I 30-Day Review Period J 
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IRRC Public Meeting 
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Required Notice 

20-Day Review Period 
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! Disapproving ' --1 IRRC Approves 11-lr--~1 Committee(s) Receives , 
1 I Required Notice of ~ I 

IRRC Approval. If: IRRC Disapproves I 

17· Day ReVIew Penod 

1 
IRRC Public Meeting 

and Decision With 
Required Notice 

Neither Committee 
Had Voted to 

Disapprove, the Agen,cy 
May Proceed With 
Final Publication 

10-Day ReVIew Penod 

1 Committee(s) 
--+---; Approve, Disapprove I oc T>ko No Aodoo 

r----I IRRC Approves 1- Within 14 Days, 
I Commiuee(s) Report a 

Concurrent Resolution 
IRRC Transmits the I n...-----,lr-------

Regulation to the 
1 

General Assembly Within 30 Calendar or 10 I 
I Legislative Days, Both 1' 

~ Chambers Vote to Disapprove 
th e Regulation I 

/ ; 
r7------~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ! I P~esentr.1 :::1t to the Governor \Vith the Ability to Override the 

Go"e~nor·s Decision bv a Two-th ird s Vote oi Both Chambe~s 



Pennsylvania's Regulatory Review Process 

AGENCY 
~ 

Step 1: The implementing agency 

drafts the proposed regulation and 

meets with itsadvisorycommirrees. Step 2: The proposed regulation is 

rc:viewed by the Governor's Office 

of General Counse.l and the sute 

Attorney General's Office. 

Seep 3: The proposed regulation is 

published in the Pmnsylz:anU: Bu!

krin for public comment. A mini

mum timetable of 30 days is esrab

lishc:d for the public comment pe

riod. 

Step 4: The Independent Regulatory Review Commission and 

the appropriate standing committees of the House and Senate 

review the proposed regulation. Src:p 5: The implementing agency re

views comments from the: public. che 

IndcfXndcnr Rc:gubcory RC\ic:w Com

mission, and the sunding committees 

and makes the necessary rC\·isions co rhe 

regulation. 
Seep 6: The final regulation is submitted 

ro the Independent Rcgul:Hory Review 

Commission and the: sunding commir

cc:c:s of the: legislarurc: for their approval 

or disapproval. 

Step i: If approved, the: final rcgu.larion is re

viewed by the Governor's Office of General 

Coun.sd and the state Attorney Gener"J.J's Orne:. 

Step 8: The final regulation 

is published in the Pmnsyl

vanU: Bu!krin., marking the 

birth of a new sere rq;ula

uon. 



THE REGULATORY REVIEW PRnr.~~~ 

Final Rulemaking Stage 

1. DEP drafts final regulation and meets with advisory committee. 

2. EQB adopts final regulation. 

3. DEP submits final regulation to the Standing Committees, IRRC and 

public commentators. 

4. Standing Committees may approve or disapprove within 20 days. 

5. IRRC may approve or disapprove within 30 days. (If either the 

Standing Committees or IRRC disapprove the regulation, it is 

reconsidered by the Standing Committee and IRRC after the agency 

responds to the issues raised. 

6. If IRRC approves the regulation, it is submitted to the Attorney 

General for a 30 day review. 

7. The final regulation is published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. 


